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Townsend,  No'v.  10,  1870. 

Rev.  Geo.  H.  Morss, 

Dear  Sir: — At  a  special  meeriiiiz  of  the  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Christ  in  Town-en  J,  it  was 

Voted,  To  choose  a  commiuee,  and  instruct  them  to  request 
of  you  a  copy  of  yo?!r  very  accepiaLle  discourse — giving  us  ii  con- 
densed history  of  said  church — ro  lie  publislied  at  onr  (^xpen.-e,  ibr 
distribution  and  circulation  anionu"  in.;  laendjers  of  the  Chi'.n-h  and 
Congregation,  to  he  iield  in  oar  e-N.'ora  as  a  nicn".ent(.>  of  tlic  ■>:;st, 
and  kept  for  our  children  as  a  •*  jif  u.-a-ial "  of  tid-  ^"  JubihM;  year 
of  the  Pilgrim^."  We  avail  our.-*  ives  of  this  ((pporiunity  ;o  ten- 
der tD  you  the  r<ssurancv=»  of  our  iyra;;arhy  and  cordial  regards. 

Very  respectfully,  your  friend;',  '  :■ 

John  Proctor,  « 

S.  S.  FIay.vf.s,    ;  <  'onimiit^e. 

S.  F.  Waku-x.  \ 


To  Dea.  J.  Puoctor,  S.  S.  Hayxes,  S.  F.  Wakren.  Coynmitiee. 

Gentlemen  : — Your  letter  containing  a  vote  of  the  Chui'cli  re- 
questing a  copy  of  the  Historical  discourse  delivfred  on  tl^e  L"^(uh 
Anniversary  of  the  Orthodox  CouirreQ";ition;d  Chin^ch  in  Town-i.aui. 
with  a  view  of  publication,  is  received.  When  the  sermon  was 
prepared  it  was  without  thought  ol"  any  such  thing  as  you  propose, 
But  if  you  regard  the  facts  contai-ied  ihertdn  worthy  of  preserva- 
tion, the  manuscript  is  cheei'fully  at  your  (iisposah 
With  kindest  regards, 

Your  friend  and  pastor, 

G.  H.  MOPvSS. 


Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/historicaldiscouOOmors_0 


DISCOURSE. 


"Wr.  ITATE  HEA  RD  WITH  <  »UR  EARS,  O  GOD.  OUR  FATHERS 
HAVE  TOLD  U.-^,  AVHAT  WORK  IIIOU  Dlb-T  IN  THEHi  DAYs,  IN 
THE  TI.MES   OF  OLD.  FbClhu  44:  :  1. 

It  is  one  of  the  u'loi'ies  of  children  to  be  able  to  re- 
fer to  an  illustrious  ancestry,  and  to  talk  over  the 
deeds  of  their  fathers  in  the  olden  time  ;  "  and  the 
frefjuent  rehearsal  of  tliose  deeds,  makes  the  memory 
of  llie  fithers  blessed  to  the  chiidreu. 

The  nienioiy  of  a  devout  christian  ancestry,  is  one 
erf  the  noblest  le'.racies  bouiieathed  to  any  iamilv  of 
children.  And  v/iiere  tliere  has  b-jen  a  coaimunitv  of 
such  ancestors,  their  memory  must  be  priceless  to  their 
ilescendants. 

'Tis  thus  we  liold  dear  all  that  pertains  to  the  Pil- 
grim fithers,  rind  to  their  descendance,  who  like  them 
favored  and  perpetuated  the  institutions  of  religion 
whicii  they  established  ;  and  the  noblest  of  these,  is  the 
Christian  ChuTcli. 

The  history  of  the  ea.,rly  churches  established  in  our 
State,  is  full  of  interest,  and  its  rehearsal  seldom  fails 
to  awp/ken  lively  emotion^  of  gratitude  and  praise  to 
the  God  of  th.e  fathers,  for  his  wonderful  love  as  mani- 
fested towards  them. 

This  day  being  the  l'36th  Anniversary  of  the  form- 
ation of  this  Cirurcli  of  Christ,  I  have  thought  it  befit- 
ting to  make  it  the  occasion  (if  a  review  of  somewhat 
of  this  Churcli's  hist;)rv  ;  and  to'  this  end,  I  liave  for 
many  week's  been  convers;int  with  the  writings  of  the 
fathers,  and  ]]a\'e  conversed  v;ith  au'ed  members  of  the 
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Church  and  Congregation  ;  the  result  of  which,  has 
been  the  gathering  of  a  few  facts  of  deep  interest  to 
me,  and  though  not  new  to  many  of  you,  their  rehearsal 
will  not^  I  trust,  prove  uninteresting. 

To  a  most  wise  provision  made  by  the  Puritan  fath- 
ers in  the  first  settlement  of  our  State,  are  we  indebt- 
ed for  the  privileges  of  religious  worship  enjoyed  in  all 
our  towns  to-day. 

Every  town  at  its  incorporation  was  allowed  an  act  of 
incorporation,  only  on  condition  that  the  inhabitants 
should  secure  among  them,  and  make  provision  for,  the 
settlement  of  a  •*  learned  Orthodox  minister.  "  If  such 
a  minister  was  not  settled  within  two  years,  and  provi- 
sion made  ''for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  support," 
the  act  of  incorporation  was  to  be  void. 

Each  town  was  obliged  to  set  off  four  lots  of  250 
acres  each,  for  ministerial  and  educational  interests. 
One  lot  for  the  "first  settled  gospel  minister,  a  good 
convenient  lot ;"  also  a  ministerial  lot,"  a  lot  for 
schools,  and  a  lot  for  Harvard  College. 

The  first  settlers  were  also  obliged  within  four  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  to  build  a  convenient 
house  for  the  worship  of  God. 

This  town  was  laid  out  al)out  the  year  1720,  and 
twelve  years  after  had  become  sufficiently  fdled  with 
inhabitants,  to  make  application  to  the  General  Court 
for  an  act  of  incorporation. 

In  accordance  with  these  requirements  bylaw  of  the 
State,  the  inhabitants  of  Townsend,  soon  after  they 
were  gathered  as  a  township  took  measures  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  to  be  used  for  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God.  This  building,  small  and  somewhat  rude 
in  its  construction,  yet  adapted  at  th<at  time  for  the 


purpose  for  which  it  was  built,  was  located  on  the  hill 
east  of  us.  known  as  '-meeting-house  hill."  There  on 
the  Sabbach  were  gathered  together  a  small  company, 
probably  not  above  fift}'  persons,  w^ho  occasionally  en- 
joyed the  services  of  a  preacher,  obtained  from  the  Di- 
vinity School  of  Harvard  University. 

After  one  or  two  years  spent  in  listening  to  occa- 
sional preaching,  and  within  the  time  specified  by  law, 
and  after  two  unsuccessful  attempts,  they  were  able, 
June  4,  1734,  to  settle  upon  a  young  man  whom  they 
desired  to  be  their  gospei  minister,  Mr.  Phinehas  liem- 
enway,  who  had  but  four  years  previous  graduated  from 
Harvard  Univeisity.  To  him  they  extended  a  call,  of- 
fering him  a  s;dnry  of  £100  the  first  year,  and  an  in- 
crease of  five  pounds  yenrly  till  it  should  reach  £130  ; 
also  £100  towards  his  settlement  in  housekeeping,  &c. 

This  call  Mr.  llemenway  accepted  on  condition  that 
the  town  would  make  his  salary  secure  in  case  of  de- 
preciation of  the  currency.  For  it  was  a  time  when 
this  State  was  but  a  province,  dependant  upon  the 
mother  country,  and  beginning  to  manifest  an  unwilling 
dependance  at  that,  and  there  was  prospect  of  a  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  money,  then  in  use.  The  pas- 
tor thus  in  his  foresightedness,  was  but  following  the 
injunction  of  scripture  in  -providing  for  his  own  house." 

The  town  cheerfully  acceded  to  tlie  re(|uest  of  the 
pastor  elect,  and  assured  him  bv  vote,  that  his  salary 
should  be  at  "the  rate  of  twenty-five  shillings  per 
ounce  of  silver,  and  should  increase  or  decrease  as  sil- 
ver should  vary  in  value  with  the  goldsmiths  and  mer- 
chants in  Boston." 

The  salary  at  that  time,  as  money  was  reckoned,  was 
less  than  $150,00.    Mr.  llemenway  accepting  the  in- 
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vitation  from  the  town  on  these  assurances^  came  to  be 
settled  over  them  in  the  autumn  of  173-1. 

A  sufficient  number  of  christians  being  gathered, 
they  were  on  Wednesdaj',  the  16th  day  of  October, 
1734,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  years  ago  to-day, 
organized  into  a  church,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr. 
llemenway  was  ordained  their  gospel  minister,  being 
but  twentv-eifi;ht  years  of  aire. 

Sixteen  persons,  all  males,  signed  tlie  church  covenant, 
among  them  their  pastor. 

The  language  of  this  covenant  indicates  deep  toned 
piety,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  Christ's  king- 
dom by  the  establishment  of  the  ordinances  of  a  pure 
gospel  among  them,  emanating  only  from  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  as  its  centre  and  source.  And  from  this 
covenant  we  learn  the  character  of  those  eaily  fathers, 
as  devout,  lioh'  men,  walking  humbly  with  God. 
This  church  covenant  ought  to  be  printed  and  kept  in 
every  family  as  a  choice  memento  of  the  faith  of  the 
fathers  of  this  church  and  of  this  town,  whose  faith 
you  well  may  follow. 

Here  it  is: 

"We,  whofe  names  are  hereunto  subfcribed,  in-' 
habitants  of  y"  Tovrn  of  Townshcnd  in  New  Eng- 
land apprehending  ourfelves  called  of  God  into  the 
church  state  of  the  Gafpel,  do  first  of  all  confefs 
ourselves  unworthy  to  be  so  highly  favoured  of  the 
Lord,  and  admire  that  free  and  rich  grace  of  His 
which  triumphs  over  so  great  unworthinefs,  and  in 
humble  dependence  on  free  grace  for  Divine  as- 
sistance and  acceptance,  do  in  the  name  of  our 


Lord  Jesus  Christ  freely  covenant  to  bind  ourselves 
solemnly  in  the  prefence  of  God  himself,  His  holy 
angels,  and  all  His  servants  here  present  : 

1.  That  we  will  choofe  and  take  y^  Lord  Jeho- 
vah to  be  our  God.  And  we  promise  depending 
upon  y^  grace  of  God  for  assiftance,  to  fear  Him,  to 
cleave  to  Him  in  love,  and  to  serve  Him  in  truth 
wnth  our  hearts,  giving  up  ourfelves  to  be  H^is  in  all 
things  ;  to  be  at  his  direftion  and  difposal,  that  we 
may  love  and  hold  communion  with  Him,  as  mem- 
bers of  Christ's  myfticai  body,  according  to  His  re- 
vealed will,  to  our  lives'  end. 

2.  That  WQ  will  bring  up  our  children  and  ser- 
vants in  the  knowledge  and  fear  of  God,  by  His  ho- 
ly instruction  according  to  our  best  abilities,  and  in 
special  by  the  use  of  Orthodox  Catechisms,  that  the 
true  relisfion  mav  be  maintained  in  our  families 
while  we  live,  yea  and  among  such  as  shall  live 
when  we  are  dead  and  gone. 

3.  That  we  will  keep  close  to  the  truth  of  Christ 
contained  in  the  sacred  scriptures  ;  endeavouring 
with  godly  zeal  to  defend  it  againft  all  oppofers 
thereof,  as  God  shall  call  us  at  any  time;  and  we 
therefore  resolve  to  take  the  Scriptures  as  our  sole 
rule  and  guide  in  all  things,  and  not  the  unscriptural 
inventions  of  men.  ^ 

4.  That  we.  will  have  a  careful  inspection  over  our 
own  hearts,  so  as  to  endeavour  by  the  virtue  of  the 


death  of  Christ,  the  mortification  of  all  our  sinful 
passions,  worldly  frames,  and  disorderly  affections 
whereby  we  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  Hving  God. 

5.  That  we  will  faithfully  improve  our  abilities 
and  opportunities  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
inftitutions  of  Christ  for  his  Church,  under  the  gof- 
pel  adminiftration,  as  continually  and  reverently  to 
attend  upon  y'^  public  worship  of  God,  and  to  have 
communion  w^ith  our  fellow-members  in  the  use  of 
both  the  seals  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  Baptism, 
and  the  Lord's  Supper.  « 

6.  That  we  will  peaceably  submit  to  the  holy 
discipline  enjoyed  by  Christ  in  his  Church  for  of- 
fenders :  and  we  aifo  engage  that  we  will  obey 
thofe  that  rule  over  us  in  the  Lord. 

7.  That  we  will  w^alk  in  love  towards  our  fel- 
low-members endeavouring  their  edihcation  ;  visit- 
ing, exhorting,  comforting,  (as  occalion  serveth,) 
and  any  brother  or  sister  walking  disorderly,  not 
divulging  private  offences  irregularly,  but  heedfully 
the  precepts  laid  down  by  Christ  for  church  deal- 
ing in  Matt.  chap,  xviii,  verses  15,  16,  17,  willingly 
forgiving  all  that  witnefseth  to  the  judgment  of 
charity  that  they  truly  repent.  . 

How  faithfully  the  fathers  acted  in  accovduK^e  with 
this  covenant,  their  subserfuent  history  fully  evinces. 
Two  months  after  the  church  was  formed,  its  urgaiiiza- 
tion  was  tuUy  completed  by  the  choice  of  two  deacons. 
Joseph  Stevens  ;uid  Isaac  Spalding. 


At  the  same  time  the  first  woman  was  received  into 
church  fellowship. — Mis.  Mehitable  Crosbj^,  from  the 
South  Church  in  Andovev.  Her  example  was  soon 
followed  by  nearly  all  the  wives  of  the  male  members 
of  the  church.  During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  ilemen- 
waj,  twenty-six  and  a  half  years,  the  church  increas- 
ed from  16  to  79. 

Mr.  Ilemenwav  was  held  in  hioh  esteem  by  the 
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church  and  people  of  the  town.  At  his  decease  he 
was  buried  in  the  old  burial  ground,  at  the  foot  of 
meetino;  house  hill,  wliere  lie  many  of  the  ancient  and 
honored  dead  of  the  town. 

A  stone  marking  the  spot  was  erected  by  the  town, 
on  which  is  inscribed  as  follows: 

Erected    by    the  Town, 
to  the  memory  of  the 
'     Rev.  Mr.  PIIINEHAS  HEMENWAY, 

The  First  Pastor  of  the  Church  here, 
Who  departed  this  life  May  20,  1760, 
A  G  E  D      5  5  , 
In  the  27th  year  of  his  Ministry. 

He  was  sound  iii  the  faith,  zealous  in  the  cause  of  God,  meek 
and  patient  under  trials,  diligent  in  improving  his  talents, 
faithful  to  his  Lord,  and  to  the  souls  of  his  people. 

From  deatlis"  arrows^  no  age  or  station  is  free. 

The  second  pastor.  Rev.  Samuel  Dix,  was  also  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  University  in  the  year. 1758.  He 
was  a  native  of  Reading,  Mass.  He  was  ordained 
March  4,  1761,  the  vear  followintr  the  death  of  Mr 
Ilenienway.  He  too  was  a  young  man — but  twenty- 
five  years  of  age — an  active,  zealous  minister  of  the 
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gospel,  who,  beside  performing,  the  duties  of  his  parish 
in  Townsend,  performed  also  very  much  missionary 
work  in  the  neighboring  towns,  which  were  destitute 
of  stated  preaching.  Among  the  towns  he  thus  visited 
doing  pastoral  work,  was  Ashby  in  this  State,  a  place 
called  No.  1,  Sliptown,  Raby  (now  Brookline,)  Jeff- 
rey, Mason,  Limerick  and  Hancock  in  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Dix  was  a  very  successful  pastor,  and  was  very 
much  beloved  by  the  people  of  this  and  adjoining 
towns  where  he  performed  pastoral  labor. 

Rev.  Mr.  Farnu-  of  New  Ipswich,  N.  IL,  who  preach- 
ed his  funeral  sermon,  says  of  him,  that  he  bore  "'the 
character  of  a  sincere  christian,  an  upright  and  faith- 
ful  man,  who  shone  peculiarly  in  the  virtues  of  nieelc- 
ness,  patience,  humility  and  self-denial."  He  was  not 
a  well  man,  hut  of  feeble  constitution,  and  almost  hab- 
itually subject  to  infirmities  of  t!ie  body;  notwith- 
standing this,  "he  seldom  failed  of  performing  the  cus- 
tomary duties  of  the  pulpit."  His  method  of  preach- 
ing was  plain,  yet  accompanied  with  "earnestness  and 
pathos  of  address."  Kis  acquaintance  with  the 
Scriptures,  and  his  own  experience  uf  religion,  and 
sense  ot  its  importance,  led  him  to  arrange  his  dis- 
courses in  such  a  way  as  would  have  the  most  likely 
tendency  to  reach  the  heart,  to  av;aken  secure  sinners, 
and  excite  them  to  believe  and  turn  to  the  Lord."  To 
his  faithful  preai-hing  he  added  whaf  was  most  effect- 
ive as  a  witness  for  Jesus,  -'a  meek,  prayerful,  inoffen- 
sive and  exempLny  life." 

Mr.  Dix  continued  pastor  of  the  church  thirty-six 
years. 

After  his  death  the  town  also  erected  a  stone  mark- 
in  <^  his  crave  in  the  old  burial  irround,  on  which  is  in- 
scribed  as  follows  : 
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ERECTED  BY    THE  TOWN 

To  THE  Memory  of 

Rev.  Mr.  SAMUEL  DIX, 

The  Second  Pastor  of  tli  j  Church  of  Christ  in  Townsend, 

who  departed  tliis  life  Nov.  12,  1797, 
In  the  62d  year  of  his  age.  and  the  36th  year  of  his  ministry. 

He  was  sound  in  the  faith,  a  lover  of  souls;  humble,  meek  and  patient 
under  trials,  kind,  charitable  and  benevolent  to  all. 

Then  following,  as  coming  from  the  lips  of  the  silent 
pastor,  is  the  address  to  his  loving  people. 

"Ye  living  mortals,  take  a  solemn  view 

Of  this,  my  silent,  dark  and  long  abode. 
Remember,  you  were  born  like  me  to  die, 

Therefore  prepare  to  meet  the  righteous  God." 

During  the  thirty-six  years  of  Mr.  Dix's  pastorate, 
he  received  into  the  chufch  188. 

A  little  more  than  two  years  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Dix,  E.ev.  David  Palmer  was  ordained  as  the  third  pas- 
tor of  the  church,  Jan  1,  1800.  He  was  born  in  Wind- 
ham. Conn,  1768.  Was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, 1797.  The  memory  of  his  pastorate  is  still  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  the  older  members  of  the  church  and 
congregation.  He  was  dismissed  July,  1830,  but  re- 
tained ids  connection  with  the  church  until  his  death, 
Feb.  15,  18-19,  aged  81.  Mr.  Pahner  was  a  faithful, 
zealous  pastor,  as  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  during  the 
thirty  and  a  half  ^years  of  his  pastorate,  the  church  en- 
joyed several  seasons  of  spiritual  refreshing,  and  he 
was  permitted  to  recieve  into  this  church  250  persons, 
sixty-two  of  them  in  one  year,  the  year  1826. 

Connected  witli  the  duties  of  the  Pastor  he  joined 
that  of  the  teacher.  Having  taught  the  Academy  at 
New  Ipswich,  N.  H.  before  he  was  called  to  the  pas- 


12 


torate  of  this  church,  he  continued  the  work  of  fitting 
young  men  for  college,  as  was  customary  by  many 
pastors  of  that  day.  Very  many  of  those  fitted  for 
college  under  his  carC;  subsequently  filled  important 
positions  in  the  clerical,  medical  and  legal  prolessiou; 

The  pastors  succeeding  Mr.  Palmer  have  been  seven 
in  number. 

Rev.  William  M.  Rogers,  a  native  of  England,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  ten  years  of  age,  was  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  University  in  1827,  at  Andover  The- 
ological Seminary  1830.  ordcdned  fourth  pastur  of  this 
church,  Feb.  16,  1831,  dismissed  July  2,  1835. 

Rev.  Columbus  Shumw.iy.  a  native  of  Belchertown, 
Mass.  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  and  of  Auburn 
Theological  Seminary,  wiis  installed  fifth  pastor  of  the 
church,  January  6th,  1836  ;  was  dismissed  Man-h  2^s, 
1837. 

Rev.  David  Stowell,  the  sixth  pastor,  w<<s  born  at 
Westmoreland,  N.  11.  Dec.  20.  1804,  was  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  College,  1820,  installed  pastor  Juiie  28, 
1837,  was  dismissed  August  15,  18-13. 

Rev.  Luther  11.  Sheld(»n,  a  graduate  ol"  Mid<llel)urv 
College,  1839,  and  of  Andover  Theological  Sennnary, 
18.42,  was  ordained  se\'enth  pastor.  August  1.  1844. 
was  dismissed  ]^larch  7.  1856. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Cook,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  1837, 
was  installed  the  eighth  |)astor  of  the  church,  April  28, 
1858,  was  dismissed  Oct.  12,  1856. 

Rev.  Closes  Patten,  a.  graduate  of  DartnKJUth  Col- 
lege, 1850,  of  Audover  Theological  Seminary,  1855, 
was  ordained  the  ninth  pastor,  June  7,  1860,  was  dis- 
missed April  27,  1863. 
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Rev.  George  Williams,  was  installed  tenth  pastor, 
May  1,  1867,  was  dismissed  Feb.  1,  1869. 

The  admissions  to  the  Cliurch  since  Eev.  Mr.  Palmer's 
day  have  been  529  making  a  total  dming  the  136 
years  of  1,021. 

The  number  of  Infant  Baptisms  v\'e  are  not  able  to 
ascertain.  During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Uemenway 
and  Mr.  Dix,  there  were  1.0 41  in  this  town  beside 
many  performed  in  other  towns  v/here  the  pastors  w^ere 
accustomed  to  hold  ojcasional  meetings.  During  Mr. 
Palmer's  pastorate,  2S3  were  baptized. 

Of  hite  years  no  account  has  been  kept  of  the  num- 
ber or  names  of  persons  baptized,  oi  at  least  I  have  not 
seen  any  such  record.  The  ordinance  has  not,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  fdlon  wholly  into  disuse,  but  is  still  re- 
vered and  honored  by  m  vAv  of  the  descendants  of  the 
flithers,  and  [  trust  will  ever  be  as  one  of  the  sacred 
time  honored,  divinely  approved  rites  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

This  Church  has  experienced  and  enjoyed  very  many 
seasons  of  religious  interest. 

The  years  of  1811,  1815.  1S26.  1831,  1834,  1839, 
1842,  1847-8,  1852,  1864,  will  long  be  remembered  as 
emphatically '-years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most  High. 
Almost  every  year  since  the  church  was  organized  has 
witnessed  more  or  less  additions.  In  1826  there  were 
added  sixty-two.  At  the  communion  in  July,  1839, 
forty-four  were  received.  In  ^lay,  1842,  sixty-eight 
were  admitted.". 

The  revivals  of  1832  and  1834,  were  preceded  by 
days  of  special  prayer,  aiul  were  in  connection  with 
protracted  meetings.  That  of  1832  in  connection  with 
what  were  then  known  as  four  davs  meeting's. 
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The  present  number  connected  with  the  church  is 
230.  Males,  72,  Females,  158.  Of  these  there  are 
absentees,  32,  leaving  resident  members,  198. 

DEACONS. 

The  church  has  had  during  its  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  years,  fifteen  deacons,  chosen  as  follows : 


1734. 

Joseph  Stevens. 

Isaac  Spaulding. 

1738. 

Samuel  Clark. 

17G3. 

Jonathan  Stow. 

1773. 

Ricliard  Wyer. 

1778. 

James  Ilosley. 

1782. 

Jonathan  Wheelock. 

Daniel  Adams. 

1812. 

John  Giles. 

John  Boutell. 

1824. 

Joel  Adams, 

1828. 

Daniel  Giles. 

Samuel  Walker. 

1845. 

John  Spaulding. 

John  Proctor. 

Of  the  characteristics  of  these  men  as  officers  of  the 
church  little  is  recorded,  the  memory  of  many  of  them 
is  still  fresh,  and  endearing  to  the  hearts  of  this  peo- 
ple. Of  most  of  them  doubtless  the  record  miglit  be 
written  as  of  Jonathan  Stow  who  died  in  1780. 

"He  used  the  office  of  deacon  well  and  purchased  to 
himself  a  good  degree  and  boldness  in  tlie  faith." 

.FOUNDERS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  names  of  the  original  foundeis  of  the  church 
who  signed  the  covenant  Oct.  16,  1734,  are  as  follows  : 
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Phinehas  Ilemenway,       Joseph  Stevens, 
Wm  Clark,  John  Stevens, 

James  McDonald,  John  WalliS; 

John  Slowan,  Benj.  Taylor, 

Nathaniel  Taylor,  Daniel  Taylor, 

Joseph  Baldwin,  Samuel  Manning, 

Jacob  Baldwin,  Samuel  Clark, 

Isaac  Spaulding,  Jeremiah  Ball. 

The  descendents  of  two  of  these  still  remain  in  the 
church,  those  of  Isaac  Spaulding  and  Jeremiah  Ball. 

MF.ETING  H0U8KS. 

During  the  one  hundred  and  tliirty-six  years  of  the 
church's  existence  it  hns  occu[)i<Ml  thi'ee  houses  of  wor- 
ship. The  first  was  built  sometime  before  the  town 
was  incorponited  ;  as  the  tiist  town  meeting  July  12, 
1732,  tw^jive  days  after  its  iiieorponition,  was  held  in 
the  meeting-liouse,  though  the  building  was  incomplete. 

Sept.  18,  17o2,  the  town  voted  '^to  build  a  pulpit  in 
the  meeting-house  and  some  ]>ody  seats."  And  three 
months  after  the  ordination  of  the  pastor  the  town  again 
voted,  Jan.  14,  1735,  "to  lay  out  the  pew\ground  in  the 
meeting-house  ;"  and  sul>se([uently,  "-to  b'uild  a  ministe- 
rial pew." 

In  1766,  ''a  cusliion  Avns  furnished  for  the  desk." 

Thirty  years  or  more  after  this  first  house  was  butlt, 
it  needed  repairs,  and  the  town  voted,  Sept.  28,  to  have 
it  plastered  and  whitewashed,  but  subsecjuently  rescinded 
the  vote;  probably  tliinkiug  it  would  be  better  to  build 
a  new  house  as  the  old  one  doubtless,  owhig  to  the  in- 
creased si/e  of  the  congregation,  was  getting  to  be  too 
small  for  their  accomodation. 

The  matter  was  talked  over  and  finally  a  vote  of  the 
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town  was  secured  May  2^,  1769,  to  build  a  new  meet- 
ing-house thuiy  feet  north  of  where  the  old  one  stood, 
the  size  to  be  fifty-five  by  forty-five  feet. 

This  house  was  completed  probably  in  1770,  or  nearly 
so,  though  Mar.  2,  1772,  we  find  a  vote  to  have  it 
painted;  and  Oct.  18,  1773  the  town  voted  to  provide 
handsome  dooi  steps,  at  the  entrance  of  the  meeting- 
house. These  two  houses  were  located  on  Meeting- 
House  Hill,  a  little  less  than  a  mile  east  of  the  centre, 
on  the  top  of  a  hill  a  little  north  of  the  house  occupied 
by  Mr.  B,  F.  Lewis. 

•  The  parsonage'-'  given  to  tlie  tow^n  by  Lieut.  Amos 
Whitney  in  1770  and  subsequently  occupied  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Dix  and  Mr.  Palmer,  stands  west  of  the  site  of 
the  old  meeting-house. 

Twenty-eiglit  years  after  this  second  house  was  built, 
it  was  proposed  to  remo  ve  the  meeting-house  to  the  cen- 
tre. After  considerable  delay  the  removal  was  effected 
in  the  year  1804  and  the  meeting-house  was  located 
on  the  hill  on  the  west  side  of  the  common  where  it 
now  stands.  The  house  was  remodelled  and  occupied 
by  the  church  until  1820,  the  period  of  the  separation 
from  the  Unitarians,  when  the  brick  meeting-house  was 
built,  completed  and  dedicated  in  June,  1880,  to  the 
worship  of  the  Triune  God. 

SF.PAIiATION 

For  ninety-six  yeai-s  previous  to  the  year  1830  the 
church  was  known  simply  as  the  '-Church  of  Christ  in 
Townsend."  At  this  peiiod  the  Unitarian  oontnjversy 
had  entered  into  the  churches  and  in  almost  e\'ery  town 
had  developed  so  much  of  strength  as  to  cause  and  ne- 
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cessitate  a  division  of  the  eliurob.  In  this  place  the 
Unitarian  party  had  become  so  strong  as  to  crowd  out 
the  Orthodox  element  so  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1829  the  Unitarians  took  possession  of  the  proji- 
erty  of  the  church,  and  tlie  members  of  this  church 
withdrew  and  immediately  took  measures  to  erect  ;i 
new  church  edifice. 

For  a  time  they  occupied  the  school  liouse  and  sub- 
sequently for  a  year,  the  hall  over  the  bi  ick  st(n^e,  where 
Rev.  Mr.  Palmer  gathered  his  f  lithfui  flock  about  him 
and  preached  to  them  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

The  partiuL-'  from  the  old  meeting-house  where  were 
so  mnny  endearing  associations,  is  de'^cribed  by  those 
who  remember  the  scene,  as  a  very  sorrowful  and  tear- 
ful one. 

Coming  ic.to  the  church  one  siliba.th  morning,  the 
pastor  found  that  the  [Unitarians  had  procured  their 
champion,  Rev.  Di-.  Thayer  of  Lancaster,  and  put  him 
in  his  place.  Walking  up  front  of  the  pulpit,  Mr. 
Palmer  turned  and  publicly  addressed  his  people,  stat- 
ing that  he  felt  the  pulpit  byriglit  belonged  to  him,  but 
as  another  had  been  put  in  Ids  place,  he  should  not 
contend  with  him,  nor  should  he  countenance  error  by 
remaining.  lie  declared  his  jnu'pose  to  retire  to  the 
school  house  and  such  as  should  follow  him,  he  would 
preach  to  there.  Immediately  as  tlie  pastor  left  the 
house,  he  was  followed  by  Ins  dock  like  the  faithful 
sheep  who  knew  the  voice  of  their  shepherd,  till  not 
one  member  of  tlie  church  remained  behind,  and  not 
one  of  the  singers  foi-ming  the  choir. 

Thus  nobly  and  firmly  did  this  band  of  Christ's  fol- 
lowers witness  against  error  and  for  the  truth  as  Jesus 
taught  it.    The  pastor  preached  to  his  flock  that  first 


sabbath  from  tlie  text  Neheiiiiah  6, 11,  "Should  such  «i 
man  as  T,  dee  ;  and  who  is  there,  that  being  as  I  am, 
would  go  into  the  temple  to  save  his  life  ;  I  will  not  go 
in."  An  examination  of  this  text  with  the  verses  fol- 
lowing and  a  consideration  ()f  the  use  at  this  time  made 
of  them,  will  reveal  the  words  to  have  been  apth  cho- 
sen by  the  pastor. 

In  consequence  of  this  controversy  and  separation 
from  the  Unitarians,  it  was  '^thought  ])roper  and  expe- 
dient in  view  of  ail  circumstances  that  the  church 
should  be  organized  more  distinctly  than  had  iiereto- 
fore  been  done/'  The  only  olliceis  ot  the  <*hurch  pre- 
vious to  this,  were  pastor  ;unl  two  deacons.  The  pas- 
tor had  usually  kept  tlie  books  and  papers  and  record- 
ed all  the  doings  of  the  church.  Now  it  was  decided 
by  vote  of  the  church,  Feb.  8,  ISoO,  to  choose  a  clerk 
to  keep  exact  records  of  all  their  proceedings  at  church 
meetings  worthy  of  note  ;  also  a  treasurer,  to  receive 
and  pay  out  all  monies  belonging  to  the  church  and  a 
committee  to  manage  their  prudential  concerns. 

The  oflicers  then  chosen  were  : 

Joel  Adams,  clerk;  Samuel  Stone,  treasurer;  Cushing 
Wilder,  auditor  ;  Joel  Adams,  Joel  Spaulding,  Elna- 
than  Davis,  Piiidential  Connniltee. 

The  church  at  this  time  assumed  the  distinct  name 
of  The  Orthodox  ConoTeo;ationai  Church  of  Christ  in 
Townsend. 

The  parish  society  was  organized  March  23,  ISoO. 

MEETINGS. 

The  only  meetings  enjoyed  by  the  fathers  in  the  ear- 
liest days  of  the  church  were  the  two  services  of  the 
sabbath.    By  the  ringing  of  the  bell  the  early  inbabi- 
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tants  of  this  town  were  called  together  in  their  little 
sanctuary  on  the  hill.  When  they  were  assenihled,  the 
youthtiil  pastor  opened  the  service  by  invoking  the 
blessing  of  (Jod  upon  llioni  and  read  a  selection  of 
scripture,  expounding  tiie  same  or  giving  the  sense, 
that  the  people  might  understand  it,  according  to  Xeh. 
Vni,  8.  This  was  followed  by  the  long  prayer  and 
the  singing  of  a  psalm  interlined  by  the  pastor.  Then 
foUow^ed  a  lengthy  discussion  of  doctrinal  truth,  the 
service  closing  with  [)rayer  and  benediction.  The  after- 
noon service  was  similarly  conducted,  the  sermon  ordi- 
narily being  the  practical  ap[)]ication  or  improvement 
of  the  morning  discourse.  The  rite  of  Infant  Baptism 
was  usually  administered  every  sabbath  ;  })robably  be- 
fore the  sermon  in  the  afternoon. 

The  intermission  between  service  was  usually  spent 
in  tiie  meeting-huuse  or  in  some  of  the  houses  near  by, 
or  in  what  were  known  as  ^%Sabb{i-Day"  or  noon- 
houses/-'  where  they  engaged  in  private  discussion  of 
the  topics  of  the  morning  discourse,  or  scripture  read- 
ing, or  in  the  personal  reading  and  study  of  God's 
word. 

The  public  services  were  enlivened  and  spiritualized 
by  the  singing  of  the  Psalms  of  David  arranged  in 
metrical  form.  This  was  probably  a  translation  into 
verse  made  by  the  chief  divines  of  the  country,  who 
each  took  a  portion  to  translate. 

The  editorship  chiefly  devolving  upon  Mr.  Welde 
and  John  Eliot  the  apostle  to  the  Indians  and  Mr. 
Mather  of  Dorchester.  It  wns  printed  in  Cambridge 
in  1640  and  was  the  first  book  published  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

•Note  3. 
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This  edition  was  siibsequGntly  revised  by  Mr.  Duns- 
ter  of  Harvard  College,  and  was  *'lono'  in  use  among 
our  churches  having  passed  through  more  than  twenty 
editions,  and  was  reluctautly  exchanged  by  some  con- 
gregations only  after  the  American  Revolution.'''^-  It 
was  used  by  tbis  church  until  Januar\^,  1770,  when, 
by  vote  of  the  church.  Dr.  Watts'  Psalms  and  ilymns 
were  introduced,  "-to  be  sung  in  conjunction  with  the 
old  version  of  the  Psalms  publicly  in  the  congregation.'' 
This  is  the  same  book  with  additions  that  we  use  to- 
day. 

Few  singing  books  were  probably  ])ossessed  l)y  the 
early  worshippers.  The  pastoi-  and  those  singing  had 
copies  of  the  Uymn  or  Psahu  book,  therefore  the  ne- 
cessity for  tiie  custom  for  many  years  pursued  in  tlic 
church  of  the  residing  by  the  pastor  of  the  ]>salni,  line 
by  line,  while  the  congregation  or  clunr  sung.  Near- 
ly twentyyears  alter  the  introduction  of  Watts'  iiynins 
this  plan  was  pursued. 

Then  there  began  to  be  a  more  general  nmltiplici- 
tion  of  Hymn  Books  and  conseqnently  a  feeling  that 
the  reading  of  the  hymn  was  unnecessary.  Singing 
also  began  to  be  scieotitically  taught,  and  there  began 
to  be  manifest  dissatisfiction  Vvith  the  introduction  b\' 
the  choir,  (w  hicii  hud  been  formed  previous  to  this)  of 
new  tunes  in  the  siuLdng  of  the  hymns  and  pstdms. 

This  ])egan  to  be  so  nuich  a  matter  of  discussion 
that  it  was  deemed  .idvisabie  at  a  ciuu'ch  meeting  held 
July  '2.  1781),  to  ehoose  a  committee  *'tu  consult  upon 
the  method  of  singing  in  public. 

This  conunittee  subsequently  reported  that  they 
^•should  sing  in  [)ublic  /'-tlhoiit  reading  the  hymn  in  the 
*Rev.  Dr.  BiuliuLrUjn'.s  Ili.-toryof  Fir^t  Churcli,  Charlestown. 
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afternoon  of  each  sabbath,  and  with  reading  line  b}-  line 
in  the  forenoon."  They  also  recommended  to  tlie 
church  and  conLTvegation  ''to  furnish  themselves  Tvith 
psalm  books,"  also  that  in  singing,  '-old  tunes  be  sung 
in  the  forenoon  of  each  sabljath,  and  liberty  be  giv- 
en for  singing  now  ones  in  tlie  afternoon" ;  also  it  was 
left  with  the  Pastor  "to  determine  !iow  many  times 
they  should  shig  each  Lord's  Day  i,^  public/'  Brother 
Asa  lleald  and  Brother  Daniel  Holt  who  previously 
had  led  in  the  singing  were  desired  b}  vote  of  tlie 
church,  "to  continue  their  lead  in  public  singing." 

This  license  grautci]  to  introduce  new  turjes  in  the 
afternoon  worship,  led  to  the  inliuduction  of  select 
pieces  which  seeui  to  have  given  offence  to  some  who 
could  not  bear  any  departure  from  tlie  course  the  fa. 
tliers  pursued,  an*!  who  Toit  they  were  in  danger  of  de- 
parting from  the  iueth«'d  of  worship  sanctioned  in  the 
Bible.  Three  years  after  the  above  vote  was  passed' 
therefore,  these  disaifected  ones  petitioned  to  have  a 
church  meeting  calleil,  in  which  they  say,  "our  singing 
in  public  worship  is  not  conducted,  in  our  opinion, 
agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God  nor  to  the  edifvinu'  of 
the  church."  At  this  meetino;  it  was  decided  there 
should  be  some  cliauge  etlected,  and  a  counnittee  con- 
sisting of  the  p:isT('r,  (Uie  of  the  clioristers,  Mr.  ITeald 
and  two  others  were  chosen  to  coiisider  "what  method 
should  be  adopted  in  re:uling  and  singing  in  public." 

This  committee  sul)sef|uently  reported  "th;i,t  they 
had  converscfl  together  upon  the  method  of  singing  in 
public,  and  agreed  that  those  tunes  which  are  most  of- 
fensive to  the  aggrieved  brethren  l^e  omitted  in  public 
worship  except  on  particular  occasions,  but  as  to  read- 
ing the  Psalm,  they  did  not  agree  upon  any  alteration." 
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Thus  harmony  wus  restored. 

In  October,  1786,  the  necessity  for  other  meetings 
than  those  on  the  sa])hath  being  felt,  for  spirit iial  edili- 
cation,  it  was  decided  hy  vote  of  the  church  to  have  a 
monthly  meeting  on  the  last.  Friday  afternoon  of  each 
month. 

This  meetinp;  probably  partaking  somewbat  of  the 
nature  of  a  lecture  from  the  Pastor  and  prayer  and 
conference  by  tbe  bretbren. 

Parents  were  accustomed  to  instruct  their  cliildren 
at  home  on  the  sabbath  in  the  bible  and  cutechism. 
As  early  however  as  1816  sabbatb  scliools  fur  l)ible  in- 
struction began  to  be  introduced  in  our  State  in  con- 
nection with  tbe  service  of  tlie  saiictuary. 

We  find  as  early  as  1820,  or  1822,  sucb  schools  were 
held  on  the  sal)batb  in  the  district  school  houses  of 
this  town  conducted  by  Dea.  Walker  and  others,  in 
the  spring  of  lS2o  Bro.  Ezra  Blood,  who  had  been  con- 
nected with  a  sabbjitli  school  in  Ashby,  suggested  tbe 
forming  of  such  a,  schod  here  after  a  constitution  whicli 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Ashby  Sabbath  School,  This 
was  done  and  forty  or  fifty  signed  the  constitution  and 
became  active  nieuihers  of  the  school.  The  tirst  school 
consisted  of  nine  classes,  fnu-  of  boys  and  five  of  giils. 
The  first  teachers  were  Deacons  Adams.  Walker, 
Emery,  Bowteii,  Giles.  ^^lessrs.  Marshall  Lewis.  Daniel 
Adams  and  K/ra  Blood.  Dea.  J(^el  Adams  was  the 
first  snpei'intefident  appointed  by  the  connnittee. 

The  studies  of  the  school  were  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, Westminster  AssenThly's '  Shorter  Catechism, 
McDonell's  Bible  Questions  and  Watts'  Ilymns.  For 
a  lesson  each  scholar  took  thirty  bible  (juestions.  more 
if  he  wished.  Each  scholar  was  noted  lor  the  number 
of  questions  answered. 
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On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  together  in 
the  winter  season.  t:ie  school  was  then  ornittcd,  contin- 
uing only  from  e;ir]y  sp -ing  till  winter  set  in. 

The  first  year  nf  thr  r-chool,  so  much"  interest  was 
manifested  in  IjiLje  study,  that  not  alone  on  the  sabbath 
were  they  confined  to  tliis,  but  the  young  men  formed 
a  class  which  met  everv  Saturday  eyenino-  fur  tlu' 
study  of  the  bible,  thus  preparing  themselves  for  teach- 
ing on  the  sab])ath. 

Says  one,  referring  to  tliis  first  year  of  tlie  school, 
obtained  more  bible  knowledge  then  than  at  any  other 
time  in  my  life.'' 

After  the  withdrawal  from  the  old  house,  and  until 
the  completion  oi  the  brick  church,  the  sabbath  school 
was  continued  at  tb.e  hall  over  tiie  store. 

Says  one  who  was  connected  with  it  at  tliat  time, 
''my  remembr;ince  of  the  sal)hath  school  as  then  held, 
is  now  very  clear  ?ind  very  pleasant.  The  teachers  I 
remember,  and  tlie  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  their  in- 
structions is  still  a  power  with  me.  Those  who  held 
the  place  of  teaclieis  are  now  mostly  dead,  as  well  as 
a  large  part  of  those  who  were  schoLirs.  But  I  have 
had  occasion  alw.i}--  and  ever  to  be  grateful  that  I  was 
thus  early  called  into  this  sabbath  school.'.'  Present 
number  in  school  about  160. 

In  March,  ISol  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Rogers, 
a  third  service  on  the  sabbath  was  instituted  in  the  form 
of  a  Bible  class,  held  sabbath  evenings.  Seven  years 
after  prayer  meetings  began  to  be  held  once  a  month 
in  the  vestry. 

The  present  weekly  prayer  meeting  originated  in 
1846  at  the  suggestion  of  the  pastor,  Hev.  Mr 
Sheldon. 
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CHURCH  WORK. 

From  the  begininng,  this  church  has  had  in  it  the  el- 
^  ements  of  a  working  church.'  and  has  ever  adoiUed 
those  methods  for  spiritual  growth  which  were  commen- 
surate with  christian  prudence.  Thus  in  October,  1819, 
to  meet  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  community  we  find 
the  members  of  this  church  organized  into  a  Tract  So- 
ciety acting  in  connection  with  other  societies  formed 
in  the  adjoining  towns,  and  as  auxiliiary  to  the  Amer- 
ican Tract  Society  of  Boston.  Thrcmgh  the  agency  of 
this  society  a-  regular  system  ol  tract  distrilmtiou  was 
carried  on  for  ten  years  when  foi"  some  reason  not  men- 
tioned the  society  ceased  to  exist. 

In  October-,  ISOO,  we  tind  a  committee  a[>pointed  to 
ascertain  the  de-titution  of  bibles  in  laniilies  through 
the  town,  with  a  view  of  providing  one  for  each  fam- 
ily; also  a  committee  to  look  after  tlie  poor. 

Quite  early  we  lind  this  church  enlisted  in  the  great 
work  of  temperance  reform.  There  began  to  be  signs 
of  the  evils  of  intemperance  manifest  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  so  that,  March  0th,  18-35, .  the 
the  church  resoh  ed  : 

That  total  abstinence  from  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink, 
should  be  an  iiidispensa])ie  condition  of  admission  to  the 
church.  And  the  <ame  year  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed in  each  district  of  ihe  town  to  see  if  each  member 
of  the  church  would  pledge  total  abstinence  from  ardent 
spirits  as  a  drink,  llow^  successful  this  committee 
were  in  their  mission  does  not  appear. 

Another  method  of  promoting  moral  and  religious  in. 
structiim  in  the  community  was  by  means  of  a  church 
library  ;  which  owes  its  conception  and  origin  to  Lieu^. 
Jacob  Blodget  who  during  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Dix's 
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ministry  was  appointed  scribe  of  the  church,  and  who 
had  previously  served  the  church  in  important  matters. 
Still  interested  for  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  the  church 
at  his  decease  he  left  fii'ty  dollars  to  be  appropriated,  to 
the  purchase  of  suitable  books  fur  a  church  library. 
This  library  was  established  in  ISIO.  An  addition  was 
made  to  it  the  same  year  through  the  legacj^  of  Capt. 
Sartell.  This  libraiy  composed  of  Historical,  Theolog- 
*ical,  and  other  valuable  religious  works  indicated  the 
taste  of  the  fathers  for  solid  reading.  The  libra- 
ry is  still  m  existence,  though  at  present  unused. 

The  church  at  present  is  organized  under  a  voluntary 
system  of  church  work,  having  responsibilities  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  those  not  cared  for  by  other  denom- 
inations in  dillerent  parts  of  the  town.  Eight  commit- 
tees compose  this  working  body  and  each  member  is  invi- 
ted to  co-operate  with  some  one  of  these  committees,  if 
willing,  embracing  labor  in  various  departments  as  fol- 
lows :  care  and  relief  of  sick,  attention  to  strangers^ 
promotion  of  temperance,  sabbath  school,  and  various 
kinds  of  missionary  work.  This  system  we  believe  if 
heartily  entered  into  by  all  the  members  of  the  church, 
will  form  a  means  of  effectually  employing  all  tiie 
working  talent  of  the  church,  and  of  hopefully  extend- 
ing the  interests  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  among  us. 

LEGACIES. 

There  is  frequent  evidence  that  this  church  hns  been 
held  in  high  esteem  by  those  who  have  held  life-long 
connection  with  it,  who  have  passed  through  its  scenes 
of  persecution  and  trial.  One  evidence  of  this  is  seen 
in  its  frequent  legacies  received  from  members,  who 
dying  in  the  firith,  as  a  last  act  of  life  have  left  to  this 
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church  small  sums  of  moiiey.  tokens  of  their  good  will, 
and  desire  through  this  channel  to  perpetuate  the  bles- 
sings of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

Among  these  legacies,  in  addition  to  those  of  Lieut. 
Blodgett  and  Capt.  Sartell,  already  mentioned,  we  may 
mention  one  from  Simeon  Green  given  about  the  year 
1810,  also  a}>prupriated  to  the  library  ;  one  from  Dea. 
Daniel  Adams  of  one  hundred  dollars  given  in  ISZO. 

One  recently,  ISTO,  from  Miss  Gracie  Fai'mer  of  two 
hundred  dollars. 

We  have  now  re-.iewed  some  of  the  m:niy  ficts  cf 
interest  connected  with  the  liistory  of  tliis  Church  of 
Christ.  We  iiave  chosen  to  select  the  bright  s]M»tsand 
encouraging  items,  to  recall  those  wdiere  the  associa- 
tions are  hallowed,  and  the  memory  is  pleasing  ;  believ- 
ing, that  whatever  is  otherwise,  is  sufficiently  impressed 
upon  the  memory  to  need  no  rehearsal,  or  if  forgotten 
may  well  remain  so. 

It  is  impossible  that  a  church  so  large  as  this  should 
exist  in  this  lower  sphere  where  men  are  not  wliolly 
sanctified,  without  having  some  difficulties  arising  from 
dilferences  of  opinion  with  regard  to  church  matters. 
It  is  not  therefore  surprising  that  during  the  long  period 
of  this  ciiurch's  history,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
years,  it  should  have  experienced  quite  its  share  of  tri- 
al with  offending  members  and  erring  ministers,  for  they 
too  are  but  hum;in.  There  is  however  this  pleasing 
record,  tiiat  during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Tlemen way's  pas- 
torate, the  first  twenty-seven  years  of  the  church's  ex- 
istence, only  one  case  of  discipline  was  brought  before 
the  church. 

During  ^Ir.  Dix's  pastorate,  thirty-six  years,  only  eiglit 
cases,  six  only  of  whom  w^ere  sus])ended,  two  restored. 
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One  reason  for  this  prosperous  condition  of  tlie 
church  during  the  firs'*:  sixty  years  of  its  history,  we 
are  willing  to  helieve  v.-s  because  tlie  ])iethren  and  sis- 
ters kept  vividly  in  miml  that  holy  covenant,  and  th.e 
obliofations  thev  had  tliere  entered  into  with  the  Lord 
and  with  each  other,  and  tliey  endea\'ored  to  live  so 
that  discipline  would  ])e  unnecess;iry. 

Arn)lher  reason  may  he  fnind  in  the  fact  that  duririg 
the  third  year  of  Z\Ir.  Dix's  pastorate,  a  committee  of 
investigation  was  cliosen  v\dio-e  duty  it  was  ''to'  exam- 
ine com])laints  and  cases  of  diiror<mce,  diffuadty  and 
uneasiness  anujiig  mendjers  [irevious  to  their  conniig 
under  the  consideration  of  the  chui'ch,  t(i  endeavor  if 
possible,  to  make  peaue  by  l^ringing  such'  niatters  to  a 
gospel  issue  or  settlement,"  itnd  such  cases  as  must 
come  before  the  clnirch  were  duly  piepared  and  presen- 
ted by  this  committee. 

This  committee  consisted  of  the  pastor,  two  deacons, 
with  two  of  the  ijrethren,  five  in  all. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  considerati(m  whether  the 
existence  of  this  connnittee  may  not  well  be  revived. 

This  fact  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  church  in  its  la- 
bor with  ofFending  parties  has  conducted  itself  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rules  ladd  down  in  the  IStli  chapter  of 
Matthew,  which  the  church  has  ever  regarded  as  the 
authority  of  Christ,  the  great  Head  of  the  Church. 

In  concludini;  this  alreadv  too  loni;-  discourse  let  me 
call  your  attention,  briedy  by  way  of  improvement, 
to  a  few  facts,  bore  brouglit  forth,  whicli  should  be  cause 
of  thankfulness  on  this  anniversary  day. 

1.  It  is  a  matter  of  devout  thanksgiving  to  God, 
that  this  church  has  had  among  its  pastors  many  devo- 
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ted,  christian  men  nndcr  whoso  ministry  they  have 
greatly  prnspOTcd. 

The  pastorate  of  tlie  first  three  ministers  covers  a  pe- 
riod of  ninetj'-tliree  years  and  iiidic;ites  stahiHty  both 
on  the  part  of  pastors  and  people;  also  unwaverinu' 
confideace  on  the  part  of  the  chnrch  and  town  in  their 
religious  teachers,  and  unceasing  futhfulness  on  the 
part  of  pastors  in  tiieir  spiritual  work,  and  to  svu^Ii 
faithful  devotion  of  pastor  and  people,  we  should  ex- 
pect just  such  reward  as  the  success  wdnch  we  see  at- 
tended their  labors. 

2.  It  is  a  matter  for  thanksgiving  tliat  tliis  <']rarc!i 
has  had  so  many  devout,  hoJy  men  who  have  hlled  the 
office  of  deacon,  as  we  believe,  to  the  honor  and  glory 
of  God,  and  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  tlxKse  com- 
posing the  church,  and  to  the  commendution  of  tlie 
christian  name  in  the  conununity  where  thev  dwelt. 

3.  It  is  a  matter  for  thanksgiving  that  this  church 
has  contained  among  its  niendjers  so  many  devout 
christians  whose  whole  aim  has  been  to  honor  Christ, 
by  the  devotion  of  their  lives  and  their  substance  in 
his  servcie,  seeking  to  build  up  this  particular  binncli 
of  Zion  which  they  loved. 

The  fields,  tlie  woods,  the  ])arns  once  belongincr  to 
these  cluistian  fathers  h;ive  been  hallowed  spots- where 
has  been  often  heard  tlie  voice  of  prayer  and  praise  as- 
cending to  God. 

4.  It  is  a  matter  for  devout  thankfulness  that  God 
has  through  the  instrumentality  of  his  servants  and 
the  faithful,  earnest  pleading  of  His  people,  vouchsafed 
to  this  church  and  community  such  rich,  spiritual  bles- 
sings as  they  have  repeatedly  expertenced  in  those 
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many  years  of  refreshing  when  the  church  was  permit- 
ted to  receive  such  nuniericai  and  spiritual  strength. 

5.  It  is  a  matter  f<»i'^  thankfuhiess  to  God  that  He 
permits  us  to  see  this  anniversary  day,  coming  also  in 
a  year  so  full  of  interest  to  Congregationalists  as  the 
two  hundred  fiftieth  anniversarv  of  the  landinfr  of  the 
Pilgrims  and  which  we  are  seeking  to  make  a  memo- 
rial year.  And  that  we  are  permitted  under  so  pleas- 
ant auspices  to  review  the  history  of  this  church  of 
the  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  to  cherish  the  hope 
that  this  church  of  Christ,  so  dear  to  the  fathers,  still 
dear  to  their  children,  will  be  held  dear  bv  the  children's 
children  through  yet  many  generations. 

Let  us  thank  God  to-day  for  the  hope  of  the  gos- 
pel, which  have  been  the  joy  and  strength  of  those  al- 
ready gone  from  this  church  militant,  to  the  church  tri- 
umphant, and  which  are  still  the  ground  of  our  conso- 
lation in  Christ  Jesus,  for  this  life,  and  the  life  to  come. 

Let  us  thank  God  to-day  for  whatever  of  prosperity 
He  has  granted  in  the  past,  and  gather  new  courage 
and  hope  for  the  future  prosperity  of  this  Zion ;  and 
may  this  day  witness  a  new  consecration  of  our  hearts 
and  lives  to  the  God  of  our  fathers,  in  the  one  great 
work,  more  noble  than  all  the  others,  of  building  up 
Christ's  kingdom  of  peace  in  this  community,  among 
these  our  brethren  and  friends.  And  may  God  add 
His  abundant  blessing  to  every  effort  put  forth  to  this 
end,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  Amen. 


NEWBERRY 
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NOTE  1. 

Among  those  fitted  for  eolleqe,  under  Mr.  Palmer  while  pastor 
of  this  churcli,  belonixiua:  lo  this  town,  are  the  following: 

Joel  Giles,  subsequently  a  prolessor  in  Harvard  College. 

John  Giles,  Rev.  Joseph  AValker, 

Walter  Mulliken,  M.  D.  Dr.  Reed, 

Rev.  Hosea  l^all,  Dr.  jNIanning, 

Rev.  G.  Graham,  Dr.  Thaddeus  Spnulding, 

Among  those  from  other  towns  : 

Rev.  [Bancroft  Hill,  of  Ma>on, 

Rev.  Brown  Stow,  of  Ma,rlbi»ro, 

Rev.  Israel  Jones,  of 

Boynton  Hill,  Lawyer,  IMason, 

Philip  Sweetser,  \yestminster. 

dough  R.  IMIles, 

Dr.  Wright,  Pepperell. 

NOTE  2. 
PARSONAGE. 

The  house  now  oeeupied  by  Israel  H.  vSjKiulding,  was  built  for 
Rev.  ]\Ir.  Dix,  whieh  he  occupied  until  he  moved  into  the  parson- 
age given  the  town  by  Lieut.  Amos  Whitney  in  1770. 

In  addition  to  the  hou.-e  there  was  given  a  large  farm  connected 
with  it,  besides  personal  property  and  a  sum  of  money  for  support 
of  schools. 

Mr.  Whitney  being  a  bachelor  his  heirs  at  law  contested  the 
will  })y  which  this  property  was  conveyed  to  the  town.  The  re- 
sult was  the  establishing  and  confirming  the  town's  legal  right  to 
the  property. 

It  was  then  voted  by  the  town,  '  that  the  use  of  the  parsonage 
be  given  to  Mr.  DixsoloLg  as  he  continued  the  minisrer  of  tiie 
town,  provided  he  should  j^ivc  up  so  much  money  as  the  suit  in  de- 
fense cost." 

Mr.  Dix  acquiescing  with  this  {)rovisi(in  of  the  town,  tooi^  pf»s- 
sessiou  of  the  parsonaire  and  occupied  it  till  his  decease. 

Tlie  house  with  the  o;lier  church  property  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Unitarians  at  the  time  of  the  separation,  and  by  them  was 
subsequently  sold. 

In  the  front  north  chamber  of  this  house,  it  is  said  that  Dan- 
iel Webster  fitted  tor  colh'ge,  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  iNIr. 
Palmer. 

NOTE  3. 

"SABBA-DAY"  Oil  NOON  HOUSES. 

Before  the  invention  of  stoves,  it  was  very  desirable  after  at- 
tending service  in  a  cold  meeting-house  to  l^ave  some  place  during 
the  intermission  where  they  could  go  to  warm  themselves  and  eat 
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tlicir  luQch.  For  this  purpose  what  are  called  "Sabba-day"  or 
iiooQ  houses  were  built. 

Tiiese  houses  con>isted  of  fvUir  rooms  ten  or  twelve  feet  square, 
with  a  tire-plnce  in  each  roniu.  They  were  geuerally  built  at  the 
united  expense  ot  four  or  Muu  e  persons,  to  be  occupied  only  on 
the  s.'ibbath  by  their  faiuilie-  and  such  guests  as  they  invited  to 
join  with  them. 

One  of  these  hou-es  still  renuiins  on  the  north  side  of  the  com- 
mon, now  owned  and  occupied  by  Miss  Hannah  Seaver. 

Dry  fuel  was  kept  on  hand  ready  for  kiiidlinij  fire,  and  usually 
a  barrel  of  cider  for  e  tcli  family  was  placed  in  the  cellar. 

••On  the  mornluGf  of  the  sabl^ith,  tlie  owner  of  t-ach  room  de- 
posited in  his  saddle-ba^s  the  necessary  refreslimeut  for  hiujself  aud 
family  and  took  an  early  start  for  the  sanctuary.  He  first  called 
at  his  noon-house.  1)uilt  a  fire,  deno-ited  his  knicheon,  warmed  him- 
self and  family,  and  at  the  hour  of  u^orship,  they  were  (ill  ready 
to  sally  forth  and  to  shiver  in  the  cold  durino:  the  morning  service 
at  the  house  of  worship.  At  noon  they  returned  to  their  noon- 
liouse,  with  invited  trituds,  where  a  warm  room  received  ihem 
The  saddle-bags  were  now  brought  forth  and  their  contents  dis- 
charged on  the  table,  of  which  all  partook  a  little."  Then  each 
in  turn  drank  from  the  pitcher  or  mugs  of  cider  which  had  been 
brought  from  the  cellar.  This  service  being  performed  and  thanks 
returned,  the  remaiuiog  time  was  spent  in  reading  notes  and  dis- 
cussing the  morning  sermon,  a  chapter  from  the  Bible  or  from 
some  other  book  of  a  religious  character;  not  unfrequently prayer 
wa<  offered  before  retiring  again  to  the  sanctuary  for  the  af'.ernoon 
worshif).  At  the  close  of  the  services  of  tlie  afternoon,  if  the 
weather  was  severely  cold,  the  family  returned  to  the  noon-house 
to  warm  ihem  betore  going  home.  The  fires  were  then  extin- 
guished, the  saddle-bags  gathered  up,  the  house  locked  and  ail  re- 
turned to  their  home. 

NOTE  4. 

CHURCH  BELLS. 

The  first  bell  put  upon  the  old  meeting-house  was  about  1732-3 
supposed  at  tlie  time  to  be  a  gift  of  an  English  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Townsend.  Connected  with  this  bell,  the  following  inci- 
dent is  told. 

The  original  name  of  Townsend  was  by  the  Indians  given  as 
Nissaquasset,  or  naming  particularly  the  hillsaround  ustheycalled 
tiiem  Nissapuasset  iiiils.  by  the  English  called  Turkey  Hills,  be- 
*'auve  (if  the  wild  tnrkies  inhabiting  them. 

After  the  township  was  settled  it  was  known  sometimes  by  the 
name  North  Town,  sometimes  byAVest  Town,  as  being  at  that  time 
the  most  uorth-weVtward  town  in  the  State.  After  its  act  of  in- 
corporation it  took  the  name  of  Townsend,  after  the  name  of  an 
English  gentlonuui,  who  in  consideration  of  the  fact,  presented  the 
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town  with  a  bell  for  their  meeting-house,  weiirhinfj  3,500  lbs.  But 
being  put  into  the  hands  of  treacherous  iiien  for  conveyance,  it  nev- 
er reached  Townsend ;  but  in  its  stead  one  weighing  only  about 
1200  lbs.  The  original  gift  was  sold  iu  Boston  and  was  used  on 
the  old  church  iu  Brattle  Square  till  it  was  cracked,  when  it  was 
re-cast  by  Mr.  Holbrook. 

The  same  bell  that  was  used  on  tho  hrst  house  \v;is  put  up  also 
on  the  second  house  in  1770,  also  when  that  house  was  moved  to 
the  Centre  in  the  year  1804,  the  same  bell  was  used  imtil  cracked 
in  the  year  181S  when  a  new  bell  wei'jhiug  about  1500  11)S.  was 
purchased  by  subscribers,  the  old  one  bein<i-  sold  in  part  pay  for  the 
new  one.  This  bell,  after  the  church  property  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Unitarians  was  removed  by  them  to  their  new  meeting-house 
at  the  Harbor  ;  and  subsequently  sold  to  pay  the  debts  of  their 
society. 

The  bell  now  used  on  the  brick  meeting-house  weighing  near 
2,000  lbs.  was  purchased  by  subsciibers  at  a  cost  of  between  four 
and  five  hundred  dollars. 

NOTE  5. 

The  building  of  the  first  meeting-house  was  not  a  means  of  pe- 
cuniary profit  to  the  builders,  as  Ave  lind  on  the  town  records,  June 
17,  1733,  the  following  vote  :  ''voted  to  allow  Henry  Parker  and 
Henry  Richardson  who  built  the  meeting-house,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
pounds  to  ease  their  hard  bargain  in  building  said  meeting-house 
to  be  paid  to  them  out  of  the  proprietor's  stock." 

NOTE  6. 

The  Church  Covenant  and  Articles  of  Faith  now  in  use  were 
adopted  about  the  year  1842. 

NOTE  7. 
GIFTS. 

The  sacramental  furniture  at  present  in  use,  consisting  of  two 
flagons,  ten  cups,  two  plates  and  baptismal  basin  was  purchased 
by  the  legacy  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  Dea.  Daniel  Adams,  at 
his  request. 

The  clock  in  the  towers  of  the  brick  meeting-house,  was  the  gift 
of  Dea.  Joel  Adams  and  sou,  at  a  cost  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars. 

The  clock  on  the  singer's  gallery  was  the  gift  of  Hiss  Lucy  Stone, 
at  a  cost  of  fifty  dollars. 
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